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	Staff:
	Tracy McDonnell (P) Ginger Knapp (P)

	Next Meeting Scheduled:
	
March 16th @ 9 a.m. 



    I.	Call to Order – Chair:	Susan VanWeelden	Time:	9:00 a.m.	
             
   II.	Approval of Minutes from November 17th, 2010. Cindy Tomei motioned to approve; 
	Chris Manheim seconded. Motion carried unanimously.
  
  III.	Old Business – Susan VanWeelden and Tracy McDonnell asked everyone present to     
             help promote upcoming event on January 27th.
  
  VI.	New Business – Tracy recapped committee’s purpose and goals including the “Red  
             Carpet” Team and Resource Directory. 
	 
                V.	Economic Development Reports:

A. Susan Van Weelden reported regarding the re-organization of SEED (South Elgin Economic Development). The organization will be more projects driven and only meet bi-monthly.  The President of Harper College is driving an initiative to gain agreement from all community college to commit to a specified number of degree completions. 
	
B. Cindy Tomei reported that Valley Industrial member companies are hiring. Skilled labor is still an issue especially for CNC Programmer positions.

C. Michelle Michals reported that the “Put Illinois To Work” tax credit has been made permanent. Employer Training Investment Program (ETIP) application is available. 

D. Lesa Norris reported that all the High Schools in Waubonsee’s district participated in the Career Awareness Event co-hosted by the Valley Industrial Association and Waubonsee Community College in November. 

E. Tracy McDonnell reported for Sherman Jenkins. Fruedenberg Household Products is coming to Aurora. The company will spend $11 million dollars to construct a 101,000 square foot plant opening by March of 2011. Central DuPage Hospital is building an Aurora Care Center. The $17 million dollar facility will create about 300 jobs. Tracy also reported that a Business Resource Guide is being worked on. It will include resources available through IDES, River Valley WIB and One Stop Partners.

F. Michael O’Kelley reported the Elgin Area Chamber is hosting a meeting of Temporary Agencies. Many companies use Temp Services and the Chamber wants to gather information regarding what they are hearing from area companies regarding quality of workforce and other issues. The Chamber anticipates 25 participants for this event. Michael also reported that the census numbers will soon be out. 74% of Elgin workforce leaves Elgin to drive elsewhere for employment. He said one mission of the Chamber will be to bring this commuting workforce back to the city of Elgin. 

VI.	CMAP Presentation

	Bola Delano, Director of Private Sector Programs for CMAP provided an overview of the 	organization’s goals, objectives and funding. The following resources are available to the 	committee:
· Technical Assistance grant funds are available now till the end of January. A letter of interest needs to be completed which is on the CMAP website. 
· Cluster Reports can be completed by CMAP. The short version takes 3 weeks. The longer version which “drills down” by municipality takes longer. Tracy McDonnell formally requested a cluster report for the River Valley WIB’s three county area. 
· A new website is available – Business Equity.com. The site is funded by PNC and Harris Banks and the State of Illinois. The site provides a list of grants & loans available from State & Federal sources. 
· The CMAP website contains information on where people live and work. It is in the metra poll section.

   VII.	The next meeting is scheduled for February 16th at 9 a.m. at the River Valley WIB.

Cheryl Lockwood motioned to adjourn, Edwin Hendricks seconded. The meeting adjourned. 
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